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>-|E that defires and promotes not an honeſt and honourable peace, 
| Y tet him ſuffer under the danger and confufion of a Civil winter 
| war: He that would ſeck or accept peace upon unſafe and un- 
- BI worthic rermes, let himhave itz I can wiſh him no greater 
TAQUS| milchict. 
— Ir isa mntuall complaint inthe world, that ſome are all for 
ace, others wholly for war : ] am for neither, and yet for both; I alwayes 
| it's eace well, but better now then ever : upon a juſt cauſe and calling I can 
fcorne the dang-r of war, but che fin and confuſion of an ArmieT hate; I love 
peaceſo well, that I can endure war to accompliſh 1t;and I think I love it bet. 
ter, I am ſure I love abetter peace then they that.can abide the thought of 
nothing elſe, though they enjoy nothing elſe; they would have a truce, I love 
a Pcace. 
; love peace as my health,war I cannot ſay T love, but uſe it as Phyfick: were 
not health very ſweet, pills would bee veric bitter, there is no ſuch pleaſure in 
bloud letting. look to peace as my end, I look upon warre as the unhappie; 
yet notalwayes, yet not now the unjuſt meanes to procure it; 1cannot bee in 
the opinion of them who think happineſle inconſiſtent with war , and inſepa- 
rable.from peace : where God is, there is happineſſe, he is the Lord of Hoſtes, 
the Goa of peace. | 

To come nearer, We have found it not impoſſible tobe miſerable under the 
Motto of Bear Pacifics; if it be miſcrie, . as indeed it is, to ſee .our neigh- 
bours and friends-waſted, and the foundation of our own ruine laid. This war 
is the fruit of peace, Peace may be the fruit of this war: I dare undertake to 
make good one, the God of heaven make good the other. 

It was peace with our ſpirituall enemies, with our fins, with our ſaperſti- 
tious Idolatries, Sabbath-breakings, 1t was peace with our outward both for- 
raigne and inteſtine enemies, Spatn and itsfaion, that we may borh in a reli- 

ious and reaſonable way conclude, have brought us to this paſſe. God may 
jaſtlie let thoſe counſels that have wrought our neighbours miſerie work our 
DWIL 

And here let me take leave in this freedome of ſpeaking, to give an account 
of my thoughts concerning the things upon which theſe troubles now move 2: 
Becauſe I 1d many ac a tand,admiring how we are come to the height of ca 
lamitie : Wee look upon the hand thatmoves, and heare the hammer that 
Farike 5, and tel us we are atthe evening of ourunſound peace,. and that wee 
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are in danger to paſſe a midnight before we ſhal ſee a better & clearer morning 
of truth and peace arife upon us ſpringing from on high. Burt there are very 
few that look upon the wheels and ſprings, the weights and lines, 
which move and at the things weſee and hear, 

For my part I am very far from a Stateſman, my year will not allow me ex- 

erience, my parts inſight, my calling leiſure, nor my acquaintance intel- 
igence, all whichare necefſarie thereto, But I never yet thut mine eyes te 

light, nor my ears to truth, I have not beene indiligent in obſerving and com- 
paring the actions and proceedings of men,T have deſired as a man to know, 
as another man to know newes, as a Chriſtian man to know and conſider 
the preſent and probable ſtate of the Church of God, and the account I have 
given my (elf, is this : 

I lookupon a grand defigne of the Jeſuites and their fation as the great 
W heele moving to and in this bufinefle. Hethat knowes any thing of the chri- 
ſtian world muſt know ſomething of the antichriſtian, and in that of the ma- 
ſers of the fa&tion the Jefuites, which are a Compendium of the Romiſh Re« 
ligion,in which,and in whom,beſides Idolatry and ſuperſtitien,are met pride, 
fubciltie, and cruelty. Ithath b-ennot unjuſtly ſuſpeRed that there hath beena 
a defigne of theſe maſters of Religion, or rather rebellion to which they have 
been moved by the weights of intollerable pride and miſguided zeale, to re- 
duce as much of the world as they can comprehend in their vaſt thoughts, to 
the Monarchie of Spain and the ſupremacy of Rome. And to this purpoſe they 
have been indcfatigable in tneir endeavours in all Countries and of all kindes. 
It concernes not this preſent buſinefſe much for me to obſerve what they have 
attempted, and how farre they have prevailed in other countries: though ir 
deſcrves our notice to conſider how farre they have proceeded in Germanie 2 
whatſeeds they haveſowne in France and Holland itſelfe, notwithſtanding 
its profeſſed deteſtation of them and vigilancy againſt them 3 even ſuch as wee 
may juſtly ſuſpe& may grow up the next ſpring and ſer all Chriſtendome in a 
confuſion, and make the world a fit ſhop for theſe ſons of perdition to worke 
in. 
But let ns a little more fully view their proceedings toward us, where at 
firſt wee diſcerne an earneſt and not groundlefle defire of reducing us among 
the firſt, as knowing England would be a rich Diamond 1n a Crown or Mitre, 
and as adyantaglious to thcir honour, power and riches, as any other. The ſe. 
verall attempts in the time of our glorious Queene Elizabeth are ſufficient at= 
teſtations of this deſigne and defire : They ſaw it unpofſible to worke upon 
her in regard of her averſeneſle to their Nation and Religion, they beganne 
to work againſt her both, her perſon and her kingdome : Hee that knowes 
any thing, knowes and icknowledges the many deliverances God vouchfafed 
her, and this Kingdome in her, from a continued ſucceſſion of Treaſons, 
and Afaſſinationsz Their ſcyerall machinations againK her Kingdome, = 
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calry that grand one of 83. are equally knowne, and when they ſaw it un- 
likely to prevail bere,they endeavour to weaken and vex her with rebellions 
41n 72k ; an old Play new ated. After this ſun was ſet, they hoped for a 
ſucceſſion of thick darkneſſe by interrupting the lawfall ſucceſſion of one 
' Whom they could nat ſo well bee aſſured of, though ſome ſay they attemp- 
ted him, and prevaild far enough : That could not be done, they are put to an 
after-game, which they play firit deſpcracely, in the Powder-treaſon, then 
ſubtilly, as may hereafter appeare»- They began to be wearie of violcnt at- 
tempts, and diſc-rned a nature in his Majeſty which they could make a good 
advantage of, peaceable and fearfull, willing quietly ro enjoy that addition 
of power and revenue he had attained. They let him. bec quiet, provided 
that he would quietly ſee and ſuffer the Proteſtant Churches of Germany to be 
ſpoiled and walted, which Iam ſorrie to ſay he did, through the difadvan- 
taze of his nature and Counſels, though hee was a man in point of judge- 
ment right againſt Popery, But they could eaſily allow him that, let him 
diſpute and play at Ticktack with Belarmine at his leifure, provided 
. they could deſtroy the Palatinate, and get more another way It was doubt- 
kſſe ſuggeſted to him aN atrtempt to be abſolute, that by catching at more, he 
might indanger all ; its like he might well enough digcſt the thought, but not 
the meanes ſo full of danger and hazard : Therefore ieft that work for others 
of more forwardneſſ?, and lefſe fore-fight. The plot and circumſtances of the 
Spaniſh Match, ſome of which are printed, ſhew how farre they had pre« 
vailed, and what hopes they had, To come to his now Majeſties reigne, 
of which I ſhall ſpeak as tenderly andas truly as I can. The fame defgne 
bath. ſtill been doubtleſſe driven ; Jts true, ina Match wee changd Spare for 
France, Calumnon animum, as it falls out. The two great workes they 
bave endeavoured have beene upon our Rcligion and our Liberties, to 
blinde our eyes by ſaperſticion and ignorance, to binde our hands by op- 
xreſſion and flaverie, that they might lead us or.carric us any whither. The 
ct they looked at as the end, the {ccond as the meanes : In all places a tem< 
porall tyrannie is a great ſtep to Eccl:fiaſticall ; and eſpeciallie in our King- 
dome, where our Religion is feaced in with poſitive Law, they mult breake 
this hedge before they can ſpoil the Vineyard : bnt he that breakes this hedge 
2 Serpent ſhall bite him. And truly they had made a miſchievous progrefle, 
they bad gotten inſtruments for their turne in Church and State , three or 
foure eſpciallie, who indeed moyed all ; One in Church of a right Antichri- 
ſtian ſpirit, inſ(ffcrablic inſolent, more cruell then ſubrill, through the vio- 
lence of his paſſion, a man delighting in the bloud of ſoules : In the State 
two or three, one of ſtrong parts, and a ſpirit fit for a great Turke z another or 
ewo miſchievouſlie ſubtile, and a thorough Spaniſh die. They had obſerved 
all the rules:that the Jeluite gives for reducing a Proteſtant State, as in a Ser- 
won preached this late 5 of Novembs is mare exadlie declared. They had foo: 
| cure 


cured the diſcontinuance of Parhaments and made themfelves and their in- 
{truments uncapable of account, but to. one whom they had fo farre fe» 
duced as to like it wel! enongh. They had brought as a great way in a ftill. 
march, and had drawne ns further, had not the ConduRtuurs miſtook their 
way, and led us too farre North-ward, which hath ſet them ſome yeares 
backward, if not ſpoild the plot Here they kindled a fire which they 
knew not how to quench, and lo they reſolved to encreafe it, though they 
burnt their fingers, When they faw it impoſſible ro avoid a Parliament, they 
thought todelude tt ; this was the attempt upon the firſt Parliament; when 
that could not be done, they diffalved it, and went about to delude the peo- 

plc, with a promiſe to right grievances out of Parliamentas much as in it; 
which how well kept let any man call up his two hah memorie ; that pro- 
miſe was not a promiſe, but a propheſie of more ſuch promiſes ; which pro- 
phecie hath been ful filled though the promiſes have not, It would not yet 
doe, Mens eyes were opened, the {tring of their tongues looſed, another Par- 
liament muſt be cald, even that which becauſe tit cannot bee recald, muſt bee 
miſ-cald, becauſe it would not ( at leaſt for a time ) bee deluded, ic muſt bee 
deſtroyed : and thus am I led to the prefent condition : What need wee looke 
for any other ground ofthe ſeveral attempts againſt this Parliament,then that 
diſpoſition and thoſe Counſels which diſcontinued them, which are till as 
ſtrong, and moredeſperate then ever, becauſe of the new quarrels that arefal - 
nin; I know there.have been many particular occaſions, at leaſt taken, of 
breaches and diſcontents, but yet the quarrel rs not againſt this, bat all Parlia- 
ments, unlefle th:y could get one new moulded that ſhould be a Conciliabnlum 
rather then a Concilaum, : 

But I muſt be cald to a countfor this Diſcourſe: It may be thonght impoſsi- 
ble, that we ſhould be fo beſotted as to drive a Spaniſh defigne, and to fight 
for them in England, who fight again ns in Freland;: Its true it were a won= 
der we ſhould do this, if it were a wonder, we ſhould doe any thing to undoe 
our ſelves : It hath been our diſpoſition agood while, either to do nothing, or 
any thing, excepting alwayes ſome perſons who are vigilant and earneſt to 
diſappoint theſe miſchiets. Wee have made f(cverall expeditions to ſerve 
them ; One to Cales to ſhew them where they were weakeſt, and give them 
notice, that no bodie elſe ſhonld takeit: Another to Ree to weaken our 
ſelves ; a third to Roche, to ſee the towne fafelie delivered up : a fourth and 
fifth to Seor/and, to make them our yoke.fellows : and why not now a fixth 
more dire&lie againſt our ſelves. 

- But its further objected, it cannot bee beleeycd this ſhould bee either his 
Majeſties intention to inflave his Kingdome, or the intention of thoſe Lords 
and Gentlemen: that are with him to deſpoile themſelves of their Religion 
and Liberties. I returne this; They may doe the worke they intend not, 
and as wile.as- they take themlelves, may be over-acted in their waht + ſignes 

1s cannot 


I cahfiot, I dare not ſay, that they do agree in the ſerving this Jeſuiticall dez 

figne, they have many ends different from this and one another. But thus firſt; 
I heartily doubt, it is the deſigne of many, ſome beyond ſea, ſome in England, 
who have it may be a double voyce in the managing this buſinefle: The Pa- 
piſts had never deen ſo full and forward in their contributions both of purſe 
and perſon, were not there to them by themſelves, and it may bee by others, 
propounded great enjoyments. 2 All that joyn in this antiparliamentary war 
though they do it not formally, yet by conſequent they ſerve this defigne of 
Navery and ſuperſtition by endeavouring the overthrow of the Parliament, 
either in it ſelf or priviledges , which muſt preſerve both liberty and religi- 
on, They ſay they meane bur thereducing it , why that is to break it in its 
freedoms, and they cannot ſtop there, becaule they carry with them men, that 
as they hate to be ruled by a Parhament, fo they love not to bee ruled by anie 
body , and when they are running down hill, eſpecially Defcexſus eAverni, 
who can ſtop them, not he that ſet them on? So that in the prevailing of the 
now raiſed force, the ruineof this, and indeed all Parliaments may bee eaſily 
diſcerned, unlefle ſuch an one as may lawfully ruine us: in the ruining Parlia- 
ments, who ſees not the ruine of Religion, Law , Liberty , and this King- 
dome, nay which is tnore, the extreme danger, if notdeſtrution of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion through:Chriſtendome. 

If men have other intentions in this their expedition , as they donor juſtifie 
thera though they. were better then they are, ſo neither do they availeus, they 
fight not to ſerve Spain or Reme but themſelves. But in mceane time they are 
ſerved, and themſelves it may bee, diſappointed. The maſters-of this miſchief 
have a way to improve other mens principles and pra&tiſes to their own ends 
they ſee a Parliament is notfor their turn, they muſt have a warre,, its a hard 
matter to finde ſo many.men of one minde, as to agree to make an army for 
the ſame quarrell with the ſame end, therefore ſay they, let us obſerve their 
principles, and make them beleeve they do their own work: 

Is there a man that hath much to loſe,and is throughguilt afraid of it, let him 
| be poſſeſt there-is no way to keep itbutby ſtrong hand; is hee revengefull, let 
| him often hear of injuries reall or pretended; is he proud, let him be promiſed 

an unlimited abſolute government,let him be told how unworthy ir is,2 great 
man to have ſo many joynd with him in the point next ſupremacie,nay ſupre- 
macy it {ef, The legiſlative power, Is there anyithat have endevoured the be- 
traying their Countrey , the building their ambitious proje&s upon the ruines 
of our ſafety and liberty, let them bee pune there is no mercy in a Parlia- 
ment, th-ir eſtates if not perſons muſt ſatisfie for their faults? Are there a peo- 


plc as there are too many whoſe lnſts is their life , thatfear the power of 
eligion and ſtri& diſcipline , they muſt bee poſſeſſed that there is an en- 
devour of introducing a rigid Presbytery ,” an abſurd independencie? 
Are there ſome who know not their own rights nor the ſtate of ourgovern- 


ment, 
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what a horred thing is it to oppoſe an unlawfall command though to ſave a 
kingdome. Are there an ignorant people that will be deluded with promiles 
and prertences , let the hopes of pillage bee propounded to them? Is there any 
thing men love, that the Parliament will take away , is there any thing they 
feare, that they will do, Thus do the contrivers of this miſchief make uſe of 
every mans weakneſfſe or prejudice and either propound to them or let them 
propound to them(elves, ends according to their {cverall tempers, and lead 
them on with hope of their own ends , to further theirs, In ſumme, the mat- 
ter ſcems tobe this, Popery muſt grow up amonglt ns, till it have ouergrown 
us; to accompliſh that , the fence of our vineyard, our laws and liberties muſt 
be pluckt np, and that can hardly bee done ſo long as a rarliament continue, or 
atleaſt continue in their power and priviledge ; to this purpoſe let them bee 
defamed, diſmembred,let an armie be drawn upto overthraw them, if that bee 

revented, let another beraiſed , under pretence of a guard, to deſtroy them; 

hat this may be, let the Prince fight for his prerogative,for the maintenance 
or improvement of his falſly ſuppof-d violated power. Let the Lords and 
Gentlemen fight for their luſts, the Divines and Lawyers ( if yet they deſerve 
ſuch names) for the keeping and getting preferments,the Delinquents for their 
eſtates , their offices and ſhares inan arbitrarie power, the Welchmes for the 
word King and a Common- prayer-book , the poore for pillage, the ignorant 


they know not why: in the accompliſhing theſe ends they ſhall accompliſh a ' 


work they think not of , the deſtrution of our government, and end they 
know not ef the growth of Popery,the wrong and ruine of the Proteſtant Re» 


ligion here and in our neighbour nations z the work is done, wee are undone, - 


there wants nothing but the P/andite of the Popiſh: Jefuiced fation, and the 
late repentance of the unadviled furtherers of this miſchief; : 


Now it werea queſtion worth diſputing and refolving what were the beſt - 


way to prevent all this miſzry and miſchief that is growing upon us, I know 
wiſer men have it in hand , the Lord who is great in counlell , and mighty in 


working dire& and prote&t them, and make them faithfull-to them from - 


whom they have found fairhfulnefſe, Bur this age wherein every man will be 
faying ſomething, I will adventure for a ſbare, It may bethe laſt ſervice, ( if it 
be a {ſervice ) thatl can do, L wili ſpeakas if it were the laſt, : 

- Firſt there is, no.man , or at leaſt no Chriſtian that doubts but a ſafe and ho« 
horable accommodation betw ixt- his Majeftie and his Parliament, were to be 
preferd not only to the danger of a warre bur the certainty of a yicory 3 for in 
the one we ſhould get anintereſt in his heart, by the other only in his perſon, 
and the effuſion of innocent bloud-would be prevented. But the great difficul- 
tie is; whether theſe juſt and honorable terms are likelier to bee procured by 
faire means or by foule, by treating or fighting. To the reſolving of this it muſt 
firſt be conſidered what is a fate, and-w hat an honourable accommodation. 
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in men can be abſolutely out of the reach of danger and deſtruQtion: The _ 
vern.ecmtsof men are as men are, ſubie& to corruption. As the Poet of perſons 
and vices, FVitis nemo fine optimus ille- © ui minimis urgitnr, So' I of govern- 
ments none Without its wants and inconveniences , that the beſt which hath 
leaſt; we muſt never look cicher by peace or war ſo to ſettle our ſelves, as not 
to be unfertled. Yet it concernes us towards a fafe accommodation to labour ſo 
to order things as not to lye open to maniteſt , or juſtly ſuſpe&ted miſerie or 
miſchief. 

Let it therefore bee conſidered whether we can bee ſafe, unleſſe the power 
of the Mils:ia be placed in men of known truſt and faithfulneſl- to the King- 
dome, Some are of opinion, it had better never becne medled with, that it 
hath occaſioned this trouble, 1 much doubr it, this buſinefle was reſolved 
ſhould be; on thar ground or ſome other. That accommodation can only bee 
ſafe to this Kingdome, which {hall place the power of it in the hands of them 
that may be groundedly pretumed wil uſe it for the preſervarion of it ſelf,and 
conſ.quently not leave or place itin the hands of them who have, or are like- 
7 to abuſe it, to the deſtrution of the Kingdome, Some fay let every man 

and upon his own guard, leave itundetermined: it was alwayes unfit and un- 
ſafe, now moſt of all, both in regard of our ſelves and forraigne nations? We 
have received the firſt fruits of Ireland , ſomething from other nations as a 
pledge of more inconvenient time, Wee have a dcſperate delinquent Po- 
Piſh party among our ſelves that calls for the ſettlement of the power of the 
Kingdome, fo astobe uſed for its owne ſafety. Reports concerving att 
have been accounted ridiculous by them who thought they had contrived 
their buſinefſe ſo.cunning]y that it could not be known, 

It is true, that work of darkneff= hath been ſo clandeſtinely caried as that a 
judiciall proof could not bee prodaced to fſatisfic the world ; but befides the 
ſcornd relation of the Skipper at Roterdam, who we yer ſce may ſpeak as true 
as 2 Courtier, and the common fame which runnes abroad, I beleeve there 
wants not ſome who know the earneſt endevour of calling in forces from 
thence, the way and inſtruments of proſecuting that unworthy motion , what 
hath been a&Red in He{laxd, may be a ſufficient argument of what hath been at- 
tempted otherwhere,all the world knowes how and by whom that work hath 
been carriedon, and letalbthe world jiadge whether the power of the King- 
dome ovght to bee put or left in thoſe hands, who have endevoured to raiſe 
power againſt it or to bee left undetermined , when there are and have been 
ſach determinations againſt us from 4hroad, andiſuch bitter quarrels at home 
among our ſelves, who need after theſe deſperate inſtigarions no crueller ene- 
' mics then one another. It is true , though it bee ſaid that it much marcers not 
who hath the command of our trained'/bands , who have hitherto erved for 
little uſe but to arme the Kings forces againſt the ſeverall Countries and the 

Parliament, 


Parliament , "bar hi hands the princip 
-& eſpecially the Navy,is of as much conſtquence as the ſafetie of the Kingdom. 
::2 Let itbe confidered, whether we can be fafe till the neck of this mentioned 
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defigne be broken of, whereby the ſervants oftyrrannie and ſuperſtition inde- 
your to bring us under 3 [t 1s beleeved that they are a reſtl:le gcneration that 
arc alwayes either concetving miſchief or bringing forth iniquirie, Our intereſt 
muſt be untwinedfrom the intereſts of Spaine and Rome, for ſo long as my Lo. 


"Cottingtons houfe ſtandsſo neare the Spaniſh Embaſſadors, and Briſtow is fo 
'convenient a harbour for Spain, we mult look for little ſafety but leſſe religion, 


Now that this fire may be quenched, and not only raked up, it will bee nc= 


*cefſary thar the fuell and the fuellers be removed, that the inſt:uments and mate 


ter of compaſling this defigne be abandond. 
The inſtruments are conceived ſome particular men, who beſides other cha- 
racers plaine enough upon them, may be knowne by their adyancing an arbi- 


trarie Government in the King : and the PING of themſcives, to the 


romiſcuous ſervice of the Queen,who is prom dly zealous in this pointand 
Ellows the plote by inhericaoce. The neck of this deſigne will ſcarce be bro- 
ken,till the necks ofſoine of the principall authors and aors be, and the relt 
diſabled. And to that purpoſe, the Papiſts who are the dryed fuell of this fire 


muſt be brought into another conditien : the damnable compoſitions throgh- 
ly damned, the laws againſt them made up into one good law, which in 


ſome caſes may deftroy them, in every thing diſable them, This point of delin- 
quents, though made a very tender point in regard of particular intereſts and 
relations which make hafte to deſtroy the publike, is of exceeding conſfe- 
quenceto our ſafety. Our neighbours though they may poſſibly notdoe us the 
expected good, teach us this ( but that wee are reſolved to learne nothing) 
by their complement in the bufineſſle which hath made them, I fear, unable to 
h<lp us, and in us themſelves, and makes them turn the thought of their neigh- 
bours welfare into a more direX& folicitude for their own, in regard of her 
now dangerons, and its like ſhortly deſperate party left amongſt them, and 
Icft able ro hurt them. They flatter themſelves with their bs poverty that 
It will not be worth the while to attempt them, that is ſure bur a poor refuge, 
wrath is outragious, and anger is cruel, bur who can ſtand before envie and 
revenge? Let them be alſured, that if we bee overborne with this feared 
miſchief, and that party whom they know to have beene the inſtruments of 
their trouble as well as ours prevaile, they will finde the malignity of our na- 
tion to have a ſtrange influence into theirs. to the doubling of their enemies a» 
mony: themfelves andfrom us, to whom eſpecially ſome among us they owe 
a great deal toward their preſent ſafery, they muſt expe& fe wer fri.nds then 
formerly, unleſſe they ſhew themſelves more friendly, and ſo wee ſhall have a 
thir#union of thetwo kinzdomes, an union in bondage : But pardon, this dis 
preſſion,'thoughI'be out of the Kingdome, I = not much our of the may. 
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ad how can that poſſibly be, unleſſe there be ſome new power eſtabliſhed, 

or the old power ( if jit'be found only to have been deficient inreſpc& of the 
perſons truſted ) in new hands, how ſhall we be the better for our Lawes, 
were our Laws better then they are, unleſle ſome exat courſe bee taken to 
give us the benefit of them, and though itſeemes an unreaſonable thing to no- 
minate officers in the behalf of him who hath commanded and countenanced 
the violation of Law, that doubtleſſe muſt be the leaſt :. and no man, no rea- 
ſonable man bur ſees the caſe extraordinary : The God of heaven dire& to a 
better remedie then for cught I hear is intended. 

In the next place let it be conſidered, what is required.to an honourable Ac- 
commodation, 

An honourable Accommodation muſt be fo- in regard of God and of our 
ſelves. And here I crave mercy from our over-forward Accommodators; ( [ 
mean themfrom whom it is in vain to craveuſtice and truth, ).that I menti- 
on God, whoſure is not inall their thoughts,they fear God in a wrong ſenſe, 
they fear leſt he ſhould rule among us ; whom yet if wee give occaſion tofde- 

art from us, which we ſhall do by unworthy termes, our defence is departed 
| ak us ; whom iFwe now forſake he may juſtly caſt us off for ever. An ho- 
nourable- Accommodation in reſpe& of God is a fafe one in regardof our 
felves, . his honour is bound up with our happineſſe ; were it poſſible to ſettle 

eace without truth, we ſhould yet be but what the French ſay of a beautiful 
| ory A Paradiſe to the eye, but a Purgatorie to the ſoul. 

Now in regard of God that Accommodation can be only honourable that 
may eſtabliſh his true Religion in puritie and plenty :. ſuch an one as may cx- 
tirpate Popery and Superſtition, lay the grounds of a pious painfull Miniſtry, 
and to. that endcaſt- out thoſe ſcandalous ſeditious perſons, who have now 
ſhewed'themſelves as ill aff<Red to the ſtate as formerly to the Church, and 
this advantage againſt them of ſtirringup the people to war againſt the Par- 
liament be negle ted, I khow no way of ejeAting them. Such an one as may 
purge our dodrine, free it from ſuch expreſſions as Santa Clara,and the Armi- 
nians take advantage of, reforme our Diſcipline, and make it more conduciblz 
tothe end of all diſcipline, the preſervation of a Church from *orruption in 
Dottrine and ianners. Anndlet it be. weighed, whether that can bee done 
without the ſupplanting thoſe plants which our heavenly Father never plan- 
ted, the Biſhops, which have hitherto brought forth the- fruits.of prophain- 
nefſe, ignorance, ſuperſtition, and from whom little other can be expeRed. If 
you ſuggeſt; put better men in the places, Wee anſwer, The places will.make 
them worle; for ſo conſtant experience tels, The perſons were ever worle by 
the office, the office never better by the perſons. 

. An Accommodation honourable in regard of God muſtbe ſachas may 
cleanſe the land from bloud, that innocent and precious bloud which cryes to 
be avengedby our Parliament , or upon its $ hat 


ow can we be ſafe, unleſſe our Jawes beſo by which wee are preſerved, 


» That Accommodation WhICh thonld be honourable 11 regard of ot 
muſt be ſuch as might putthat part of the Kingdome which have Rood up in 
the defence of it, into ſuch a condition as to be free from the inſufferable inſo- 
lence and ſcorne, as they will alwayes lye under, from their unſuppreſſed ene- 
mies ; but that is the leaſt : Suchan Accomodation ſhall we account honour- 
able which may be ſo in regard of the-Parliament, ſuch as may retra& the 
ſtrange indignities oftered that ſupreme Court,and vindicate their honour and 
power, and enablethem to diſcharge that great debt which they have under- 
taken for,leſt publike faith be juſtly accounted no better then publike fraud, 
which is the higheſt diſhonour for ſo high a Court. 

If it be here interpoſed, W here is your care for the Kings honour in the Ac= 
commodation 2? I anſwer, I think it more neceſſary to the welfare of this King- 
dome, that the honour of this ſupreme Court bee kept unſtaind then of an 
particular perſon whatſoever, I-could wiſh che members of it would chink 
{o too, &avoid tholerretreats which wiſe men have alreadie obſerved in their 

oceedangs, and will in a ſhort time appear to every body, 

His Majcſtie hathfairer wayes out of his reall miſtakes then the Parliament 
out of their ſuppoſed. He js (though a great) yet but one perſon, in whom an 
errour is more tglerable : hc 1s ſuppoſed to a according to the miſinformati= 
on of evil -counfels about him, let them bear the blame and ſhame. - If it bee ſo 
ſtood upon, that his Majeſtie ſcornes anyſuch evaſion, and as he hath already 
been perſwaded to do, take allupon himtelf, why ſhould we endanger our 
ſeverby a ſolicitudefor the reparations of that honour, which they whom it 
moſt concerns, are not at all. 

For the Parliament to do what hath beenrequired,and it may be,is expeRed: 
T had almoſt ſaid what ſome of themſelves are about to do,were to make them 
ridiculous and vile in the eyes of diſcerning people, as tte relinquiſhing their 
ordcrs, retrafting thejr Declarations, deſerting their friends. For the King 
to do what they have defired ( thoughart another time it would have beene 
unreaſonably asked, and diſhonourably granted) is now both reaſonable and 
honourable to a true judgement, if it be honour in a Prince to promote by all 


poſſible mganes the bappineſſe and ſecuritie of his people, it were but to doe | 
h there might be Examples given 1n other caſes, where Princes | 


that ofw 1 
have not thought it diſhonourable,becauſe they have done it to give ſatisfaQi- 


on to people, toretrat calumnies, to ſacrifice delinquents, or at lcaſt re- |} 


ceivethem as a gratuity, thuugh not worth the giving or taking, 
The next and great Queſtion 1s, whether we are llkelic by a treaty to obtain 
| fromhis Majeſtic a reall grantiof ſuch propoſitions as may Gand "with the ſafe- 
of the Kingdome, the honour of God, of the Parliament and nation. 

And here the former particulars muſt bee reſumed, Firſt, is it likely that 
during this unpretended danger we ſhould obtain a ſettlement of the power 
ef the Kingdome, principally of the Ships, Forts, and Armies in the hands of 

Cas ; 2 them 
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that.we cogld find them. Here isa double dovhkt to be made, firft, whether 
he will : (econdly, whether he, confidered in his. preſent condition,. can doe 
what may be for oar ſecurity ; His conſtant Declaration of himſelf ſeemes tg 
expreſie that he hath received two priuciplesagaint it. 

The one ſuggeſted by them whoſee no way of fecurity, or atleaſt of thri- 
ving. but in a way of violence, who endevour to poſk ſit his Majeſty, that hee 
cannot be ſafe in the Armes of his Parliament and people, becaule they cannor, 
that thcre are inclinations to a defeAion in his people,and to an innovation of 
Government, even in the greateſt points of it in the- pacliament, or many con- 
{1derable perſons in it, ang thence inferre, that there is no way for his Majeltie 
to keep his priviledges, nor his perſon-and crown butby: force of armes, and 
therefore muſt have them placed in hands that his. confidence 10 contrary to 
ours may be put in. How farre ſuch ſuggeſtions have prevaild with his Maje- 
zelty appcars by his late anſwer to the Parliaments vain repctition of a Petiti- 
, on of returne, in which he ſaith, that to come up and truſt them , were but 
_ tamely to lay down his Crown, which by force they ſaw they could not take 
from him.I donot know of any ſuch inclinations in his people, but. I'am ſure 
{uch counſe)s and ſuch carriages are the way to beget them : He is further told, 
- Oxneeds no telling, that he parts with che Flowers of his Crown, which it is 
not reaſonable, nay not lawfullfor him to-do in regard of: poſtcrity. But ſee 
here how indiffcrent theſe men are, as he for one, who wrote th. late Anſwer 
© the Obſervations printed by Command at Oxford. It is lawfull, nay neccl+ 
{ faryforus to inveſt his Majeſty with whatright God hath: gizen us, @ rightin 
pur felves we may part with, yet. more of our liberty, and lawfully and pro - 
fitahly make our {elves flaves, but it is not lawfull for the King to part with ag 
Inch of Prerogativs or abate a jot of power, though for that end for which 
| allhis power was given bin, his peoplicggood, andgiven himby us, He cam 
notdo it without wrong to bis ifſae ; This will but give us occaſion tadiſ- 
tuiſe how far we are obliged by auy as or grants of our auceſtours, giving a» 
way their and.vur liberty, and determine for our advantage, Doubtleſle his 
 Mjeſties: thoughts remaining 2s they have of late appeared to © es 
' beeaxyeRed that ( had wee the hearts to ask it, which ſome ſayWworthily 
| beginne: to fail an, and make them fail their truſt.) hee ſhould intruſt the 
. power of the Kingdome in thoſe hands, whom we can onely truſt,that 1sfuch 

as in this preſent buſineſle have ſhewed themſclves faithfall to the King» 
- The caſe of conſtituting a power to-ſee! the laws: duly executed, or at leaft 
of placing the preſent power .im berter: hands1s the like, Theſe counſellors 
tell him there can be no new power but what is cut out of his, and the dilpo- 
fing of the former power ishkewile his, that.if it be not diſpoſed by him, or 
clic under-inadby fome bodyfer him it wil be aninſadfrable, diminution 
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thus to pollefle him, becauſe they look td have this pdwer placed in them« 
ſelves, to uſe it as they have dohe 3 His Majeſtic hath beene alwayes obſerved 
to be too true to- hiS ©wn'ends, ant to the perfons promoting them, though 
other men who would yet be more confided io, have found a way to em- 
ploy menaad deſert them ;ſo that a reaſonable man. who weighs perſons and 
things mult conclude, that: the King 'is not likely ro-yeeld heartily to the ſet- 
tling of that power, whcreby he jadges and rules, but into ſuch hands that 
' have givenopenteſtimony, or do give ſecret intimations and hopes either by 
their promifes or their-perſons, that the power ſhall be uſed to the adyance of 
prerogative and keeping the high way, You ſay ſome body muft bee 
truſted, 1 ſay, truſt the.a that have not deceived their truſt: you aske where 
they are to be found ? I with I could anſwer itz As Luther once cald for the 
46 Palme, fo 1 forthe twelfth, Help, Lord, for the godlie man ceaſes, the faith= 
full faile from the children of men, Butifour eyes were opened we might 
cttie well ſee whom not to truſt, neither with laws or Armes; that is, ſome 
ca'l Cedar poſts, whole varniſh 1s now: worne off, the wormes ſecn,therotten- 
n:fſe- diſcovered, lernot theſe be any longer accounted or uſed as pillars of the 
Common-wealth ; Truſt not men that are really needy, nnleſſe you bee fare 
they catt make nobctter bargain : cruſt not men that by covetouſneſſs make 
themſelves needy, they will make a bargaine for themſelves and of you: truſt 
not men that are known vittous and ſenſually corrapr, though forward affer- 
tors of Liberty; they are in danger to be given ap by God, or to givethem- 
ſclvesup to actions every way diſhonourable. The truth is, though it ſound 
like a Paradox, where few can be truſtzd, more muſt: and ſeeing we find men 
very fabjet to be corrupted by honour and authority , eſpecially in theſe 
| times where farch- ſnares are laid, and ſuch baits propounded, let the Law and 
Rulebemade #s' plain and certain as maybe; the Offices of Rule and Judica- 
ture-caſt be made more temporary audarbitrary in reſpeRtof the peopk there 
formezly. Though this will found harſh to men even accounted moderate, 
for I abſerve a g-neration that are extremely ſet for liberty only, that them- 
ſelves may be lic<ntious, and very hot againſt arbitrary Gevernment,tillchens 
ſelves have or hap: to havea ſharein itzas inthe Earl of Srreffords cafe, whoſe 
ſteps yon ſee men of loud repute now beginning to trace, not thinking of his 
end. - | | 
In the next place let be examined, whether it be like to obtaine of his Maje- 
ſtie in this conjunctare, the ſuppreſſton of that party Popiſh and otherwiſe 
Malignant, in whoſe impunity it is impoſſible for us to be ſafe; Whether T bee 
miſtaken let wiſe men judge, but to mee the popith faction, the promoters of 
an arbitrary government by force, for ſuch is that I fear, and-the true patrons 
and lovers of truth and juſt liberty are as twoſcalesor buckets, ifone bee high 
the other muſt be low 3 as it is againſt piety, ſo it 18 beyond the reach of pr 
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licy, ſo to poyſe themeſpecially afrerſuch tirring thehumours on both ſides; 
asto keep peace in this Kingdome. . One muſt down, it concerns us neerly to 
ſee which: Firſt, let us conftider, whether it islikely by our treaty ſo to abate 
the number and power of Papilts, as that they ſhall not remaine -continuall 
thornes in our ſides, It is juſtly feared they have too deep an intereſt ,, and a- 
nother kinde of reward is expeRted by them and intended to them for-their 
forward and uſefull ſervice at home and abroad, all that they have done in 
Ireland is not like to prevaile ſo: much to their diſcountenance as what they 
have done againſt Scorlandand England to their favour,they have been former 
preached to bee, and have now made good Squire prieſts propheſie of the 
good Samaritane ; -good ſubjeQts in the-Kings ſenſe, though not in the King- 
domes. Shall they be diſcouraged, ſhall they be diſcarded , no let the pointof 
the ſword and their ſwords too be turned upon another fort of men who have 
rebelliouſly armed themſelves to fave a Farliament from aflaſſination 
and a kingdome from ruine. Shall not the Queen be gratified with the more 
free uſe of her religion , after that abundant ſervice in He/ard for the-provi- 
fion of men.and armes againſt us, It requires doubtlefle a faith little ſhort of 
preſumption to beleeve that ever by treaty the popiſh party ſhall be weake- 
ned, faith may be kept with themthough they keep none: 

So for delinquents of the ſame kinde, though another Religion, though we 
allow as much as can be allowed, that there be not a tri and punfual! pro- 
ſecution of all -that have ſhewed themſelves enemies to the Stare. It is poſ- 
fible to obtaine ſo much of his -Majefties favour or juſtice asto have the heads 
or neoks of fome of them who have been moſt deſperate and a&ive-in theem- 
broyling this Kingdome in this civill war , andthe proportionable cenfure of 
the reſt. It is doubted, nay-it is deſpaired, whom we call enemies of the State, 
he calls friends and makes favourites, and keepes them in his boſome , who 
by the warmth of his favour are ſo heightned, that thoſe whoſt care and pains 
have becn indefatigable for the preſergation of the Kingdome from ruine both 
by ſea and land, are accounted the ſame to his Majeſtie asthoſe counſllors to 
us: where the Parliament thinks of puniſhments. or ſhould think , his Maje- 

- Cie thinks of rewards, and ſo on the contrary. 

If you ſay that all muſt be remitted, firſt the 5uſt and reaſonable expeRation 
andengagement of the Kingdome cannot be fo fatisfied. Secondly , wee ſill 
keep within our boſome the fuell'of a greater fire, if poſſible, and more ready 
after theſe exaſpcrations to take fire upon all occaſions, and will be moſt ready 
of all, when dried, asthey are like to bee, by the Parliaments impunity and 
the Kings favour. | 
© 3 We leave our ſelves to the ſcorne and inſolencie of them whoſe pride 
and blaſphemy -is. nat like to ſtop till it comes at, Where is now their God? 
Which if it»ſeem good to the diſpoſing hand of Heaven , let mee rather dye 
thenſecor ſuffers. © OY EO DOR fo LOI 
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what may bee for the ſafety of the Kingdome, it is for his own fafery: T 
anſwer my queſtion is concerning will,not concerning reaſon. We are indeed 
to!d by him that undertakes the anſwer to the Obſervator , that we muſt ſup- 
poſe that Prince out of his wits, either not come to them or paſt them, a mad 
man or a child that will not do all for the ſafety and proſperity of his people, 
in which he is ſafe and flourithes, We are told this but finde the contrary and 
have found it ſo often, that it ceaſes tobe a wonder. It is not impoſſible for a 
man not- out of his wits , neither though in that particalare hee hath not the 
right uſe of them to do that which may tend to his own rnine for want of 
foreſight, if you be not in this reſolved ask our reverend Prelates. 

But Firther though a Prince may be tender of the lives of his ſubjeAs , be= 
cauſe he would have many to rule over ; yet it is a queſtion or a negative con- 
cluſion ; Whether he dcfires to preſerve their lives, ſo as they may bee worth 
the injoying with the advantage of their eſtates and liberties. It is true,in right 
reaſon this ought to be his deſive- and endevour, becauſe it is the honour of a 
Prince to bee ruler of arich and free people 3 but wee many times finde that 
Princes repreſent their {ubjeRs to themſelves in the ſame relation as the land 
to the ſea, whatT cangaine out of it is mine own, Every abatement of a pri- 
viledge in them is an advancement of a prerogative in me , the emptying their 
purſes fils my coffers,and ſo make the happineſle of the people and their own, 
which ſhould bee wraped up together , to be two diſtin, nay two contrary 
things, as it is in France, and hath appeared to bee in Exglandin the midſt of 
that 14 years ſpoile made upon us. Judge now- whether 1t be not poſſible up- 
on theſe termes fora Prince to be fo far from ſeeking the honour and ſafety of 
his people as to ſeek their ruine as the foundation of his ryſingz and make a ſe- 
cond judgement, Whether we have not ſorepreſented to-his Majeſtte; So that 
you ſee or may ſee there is abſolute neceſſity , that a Prince ſhould alwayes 
ſeek the true ſafety of his people with the advantages of wealth and liberty: 
But his gracious Maj: tie wiil;we have no way to judge of mens wils and dif- 
poſitions , but their former ations and preſent preparations : it is too appa= 
rant, he hath at leaſt permitted gs to be done very much to the prejudice 
of his people, but-we have promibfes for what we wiſh , We wiſh there were 
no reaſon to diffde. Irs one extreme unhappincfc that the word of a King can- 
not rid us of all feares; W hat-would you have further; that which wee pray 
Godfor; a hearty cloſe: Bat what would you have his Majeſtic do further for 
your fatisfation? Wee would have him do, prevent the propoſitions with 
ſomething that might really. advance the goood of his people, -and abdicate 
all thoſe perſons and counſellours who have fomented this deftruive jea» 
louſie, and given the adviſe for this unhappie divifion. It muſt not bee won- 
dred that people will not bee ſatisfied with promiles and proteſtations that 
have lived upen them while they are almoit ſta-ved , and they evidently ſee 
Eſancr rough hand going atorg with Jacobs ſmooth yoyce. And 
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without a hard adventure yeeld eg things fo mach for our adventage , and tor 
the diſadvantage ofhis greatguard. 1he devill is now got outoof the eirc'e 
_ and playes Reakes ,' the guard is thriven'toan army, two or three, its ſome 
doubt whether the power that raiſed the devill can lay him; 1 have heard it 
reported, and am ready to belceve'it , when I conſider the diſpoſition ot ma- 
ny men about his Majeſtie, that ſome ſhould ſay, as they had engaged them. 
ſelves, their friends and fortunes; in the quatrel!, as warre could not bee made 
without them, peace ſhould not. And there is one-doubtleſſe{in whoſe breſt 
you may finde that indignation of June, Mene Wcapro defiſtere vittams 5c 
So that in the making of peace it is feared there muſt be articles made by them 
and for them, in whole peace we can Have no peace, | 
Judge ye now of the likelyhood of afafe accommodation, ſomething may 
be further added conecrnwg the probability of an honourable. 
" Honourable in reſpe& of God: What hopes is there that Popery ſhould bee 
rooted up? May weenotrather, in regard of the ſervice done by the Papiſts, 
expect an intolerable toleration, Burt wee have many engagement: for the 
he ym profeſſion, I- muſt here ferioully ous my doubt, that there is 
| *"meequivocation in that word Proteſtant z that the ſenſe is taken as it hath 
*been byſome very large: You know how by the ſuperſtirions Prelates, the 
pillars of the Kings pfoteſtant Religion, popery hath been reſtraind, and pro- 
| teſtancie muſt bee accordingly enlarged. The Archbiſhop of Canturbury pro- 
| Feſlſed himſelf a dire enemy to popery trulyand properly fo called , which I 
| beleeve he only thought to bee the Popes ſupremacie, which he could ſcarce 
| Anne him; for all other points or moſt, wee know were preached and printed 


his command or connivence. Now if the proteſtant Religion be enlarg- 
| <ed, according as thepopilh is ſtrained , a promiſe to maintaine the prote- 
ſtant Religion 1s more then a man ean wiſh. 

What hopes that ſuperſtition ſhould bee aboliſhed, his Majeſtie expreſſed 
himſelf at Cambridge an approver of all the ſuperſtitious drefles and gettures 
there afed, _ Slap bt pd So 

Of the purging our Dodtrine or reforming our Diſcipline what hopes? We 
ſhall havea Synod , but who dares come to it upon the accommodation ? or 
who dares ſpeak freely int, after the Parliament by this accommodation, 
ſhall ſabmit to the King; wonder not that I count an accommodation, 
a \ubmiſſion , I beleeve the King (and juſtly ) counts the offer of it a victory, 
How miſerably will you finde the indiff-reqt Clergie warping to the prevail- 
ing party, the zealous abſent, and that juſtly , for 1 have a great deale of rea- 
ſon to be confident, that ſcarce any confiderable man, dh, 64 been engaged 
in this quarrel! on the Parlizment part, I make bold'to.call it{o, for I hope 
they will yet own it, if hee retajne his integritte.,' darcs, abide the iſſue ofa 
preſentaccommodation., 2 {abba S | 
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onour af God and the falvation of men, 
the eſtabliſhing of a faithfull painfull Miniſtry,how impoſſible 'it-by accom» 
medation. Way muſt be inade for that great work by diſplacing thoſe idle, 
fandalouns, ſuperſtitions, gnorant'periang, who are (#rdi noſiri calamitas But 
bow this can be done by compoſition, I apprehend not, ifchis advantage a» 
gainſt themof ſtirring up the people to yore and rapine were taken, it were 
4g00d likely meanes of rooting out them who had ſhuffled their .cards (o 
cunningly as to be out of the reach of Law in other reſpe&s , but if cheſe men 
ſo unfit either for Church or Common-wcalth be demanded, TI beleeve this 
black guard mult notbe parted with; they may contend with the higheſt de- 
tinquents, nay Papiſts themle.ves for point of ſervice in this cauſe; they have 
been the frogs comming out of the mouth of the beaſt, and the falſe prophet, 
ftirringup the people to batecll, telling them that though they damne them- 
ſelves, God will fave titem, they ſhall eirher live Saints or dye Martyrs: Theſe 
men mult be ſpared in regard of the ſervice they have done, cannot bee ſpared 
ia regard of the ſervice they may again doupon the like occaſion: for ler any 
man obſerve and he ſhall fnde, that choſe places which have been the dens. gf 


ſuperſtition. the dungeons of ignorance , the finkes of prophanneſſe in regagd. - 
., Miniſters , have contributed the forwardeſt afsiftance re | 


cauſe againftthe Parliament. Though I will not deny but fame learned and in« 
ous men (whoſe principies have yet been below the power of godlinefſe) 
Vive upon generall miftakes and the ſwaying of particular ends engaged them- 
Elves 1n this buſineſſe, though not ſo deep as others. | 
And no doubt bur the Prelates themſelves will be again accommodated 
this accommodation, notwithſtanding the votes ( to tnem now ridiculus.an 
called dotes) paſſed againſt them , for - they ſay a Parliament ordinance can 
recoile as we | as a Convocation Canon, No doubt, Ifay , but they may re- 
g1ine their power in the Church, though it is like the Lords houſe may never 
have need of them, | 
..:And'taftly, how can the land by this accommndation be cleanſed from 
bloud, that crying ſinne , which hath been contracted by this quarrell, if the 
Parliament have ingaged men to ſhed innocent bloud ,. I ſee no reaſon bur that 
they ſubmit, and an expiation be made; if on the contrary the Antiparliamen=- 
tary faction beare the guilt, why nor the pu1iſhment ? As I apprehend it, the 
chizfend of this taking up armes on their party was to bring Dclirquents to 
uniſhment, if now they give up ontheſe termes , they have made manie 
Dulivacdats puniſhed none , but rather given them a faire enccuragement 


to the iike offences by ſhewing them the worſt they can look for from the ju- 


Rice of a Parliament. And truly this to me is a fad conſideration which makes 
me beleeve God 'will not profper an accommodation withont the execution 


of juſticeupon thoſe bload-thirftie'men, I read inthe ſtory of Manaſſes , that 


though heafterward repented, which our enemies arcfarre from , yet wrath 


came 


—_ 


came upori Judah and J-ruſalem, becauſe” of the provocation of Xſavaſees, 2 
King. 24. 4 but particularly for the innocent bloud which he ſhed, which the 
Lord would not pardon. 1t the people, and wn worm ithe Parliament do not 
their utmoſt to waſh their hands, and cleanſe the land from this innocent 
and pretious bloud that hath been ſhedde, I feare that 'bloud , which 
they. take no care to bee avenged by them , will bee avenged upon them; 
which they will belecve , when they ſec their accommodation turned into 
an. aſſaſſination ,. which is no impoſſible buſineſſe, neither will it bee 
thought ſo upon a little recolleAion, © The defigne mult on, the authours are 
impatient of this retrograde they have ſuffered theſe three yeeres, they cannot 
make uſe of ſo much further patience as to work by wiles and windings, in all 

robability the myſterie of iniquitie ſo workes 3 as that if they that have 
etted will.let they muſt be taken out of the way. Pardon theſe melancho- 
lick thoughts, I doubt there are too many of my minde, and yet,it may be, not 
many enough. | 

But ſayes my confident friend, when you fee ſafe and honorable propoſiti- 
. ons off:red and agreed upon, are you not gallantly deceived, I conteſſe I am, 
I ſhall be deceived if ſuch termes be-offzred ; more if they be kept. - 

- But what will you ſay when.you ſee the King come to London, upon the 
motion of the City, and a yeelding of the faireſt rermes you can expe? I can- 
- not tell what to ſay, but I know what to think, Yet I may tell you what the 
Italians ſay , They feare courteſics ſometimes more then injuries, and this jea- 
louſy is not alwayes folly. I would make it a rule for.my own-pratiſlef, ler 
other men live by their owa rules z If my provoked profeſſed enemie fuddenly 
and without ground become miraculouſly kinde and cloſe with me; I ſhall re« 
member Joab and Amaſa. T ask pardon again: My melancholy is deep. 

- In concluſion my thoughts are theſe, firſt that upon theſe conſiderations jt 
ſeemes to me improbable that ſafe and honorable termes if they bee off-red 
ſhould be granted and kept. 

Secondly , though menbee weary of the preſent, and defire to tumble in- 
to their former conditions ; It ſeemes not agreeable to the order of divine 
diſpenſation , that all this ſtir ſhould be made, this bloud ſhed, to produce a 
cold accommodation : Doudbtlefſe the p:riod of this buſinefle will bee ſome 
ereat a'teration, liberty or tyranny, Popery or true-picty. 

Though men, great men and a great many ſometimes riſe a | hg deale of 
duſt, and make a mighty buſfle and bring torth.nothing but winde : Yet God 
who doth nothing in vaine is not wont to layſuch foundations, and temper 
morter with blond, to have the reſt of the building daubed np with untempo= 
red morter. There are many , thoughnot propheſies, yer fad predictions 
which godly and wiſe men have found by.prayer and obſeryation, to bee ful- 
fild npon us' before.wee can look for happineſſe though in. Gods due time, 
and we hope in a ſhort time he may bring light, ont of darkneſſe}, and perfed 

peace 


, peace out of this trouble; Allthe ſuffering almoſt hath fallenupon the houſe 
_ of God, judgement commonly begins there, but mee thinks it ſhould notend 
- there: If the green tree be cut to bleeding, ſtare the dry ſhall bee cut to burns 
. ing-'We have,beenſo long dandlcd in peaceand ſenfuall pleaſures, that we can 
_endure tothink of nothing elſe, but it is to be doubted wee muſt account for 
_ what we have enjoyed, for what we have abuſed, before we be truſted with 

more. Theſe I ſay are my feares , though my hopes and prayers be, that the 
' Lord would ſay co the deitroying Angel, It is enough, I.can anc! do expoſtu- 
- late, as once the Prophet , O thox ſword of the Lord, how lo:ig will it be ere thou 
be quiet > put up thy ſelf into thy ſcabberd, reſt and beſtill, Jer, 47. 6. But my 
. mouth is ready to be {topt with the following verſe, How can it be quiet, ſee- 


5ng the Lord hath givenit a charge agdinſt England, &c: Let me not here bee 


miſinterpreted (I know I ſpeak to angry men) Llay down this as a bare opi=- 
nion, I make it nota rule to my own or others-working. I pray for peace, la- 
bour for peace , adviſe for a good and ({eaſonable peace , though my thoughts 
miſgive in potnt of ſudden event. Let certaine rules and known grounds ſuch 
as theſe, ( Follow peace with all men and holineſſe , therefore love the truth and 
peace, If it be poſsible (now that is only (poſſible which is lawtull; How can I 
ao this and (nne?) live peaceably with all men) ve the guides of mine and others 
ations, notwithſtanding ſucb, though not groundleſſe , ſurmiſes, The world 
ſeemes to be bigge with ſome great birth, the Lord haſten it in its time, al- 
terations ſeeme to abide all Chriſtendome, I pray God make ours for the bet- 
ter, I leave it now tothe world, or at leaſt to the lictle world of prudent men, 
to judge what lik-lihood ; there is of a fafe and honorable accommodation; 
ſuch a one as may be built npon the foundation of truth: Peace without truch 
15 no true peace, If the wiſedome which lyes agatnſt the trur is earthly, ſen- 
ſuall, and divelliſh, whatſoever is done by or for us,God grant it may be done 
by thac wiledome which is from aboye , that js firſt pure , then peaceabie, 
- without partiality, without hypocrike, .Jam.3. 15 And then the fruit of righs» 
teonſneſle will be fown in peac? to them that make peace. | 
But ſuppoſ? (if it be lawtuall to be ſuppoled) that the Parliament , through 
[the abſence of many reſolved men, now imployed in particulare fervices for 
.their owne Countries, out ot an intolerable wearineſle of this preſent condi- 
.tion, and feare of the event; agree to the makingup of an unſafe unſatisfying 
-accommodation.. This wculd beget a queſtion, which 1 hope 7 ſhall never 
have occaſion to diſpute, whether 1n caſe the repreſentative. body cannot , or 
will not, diſcharge their truft to the ſatisfaRion, not of fancy , but of reaſon 
in the pcople 3 they mayreſume (if ever yet, they parted with a power to 
their manifeſt undoing ) and uſe their power fo farre as conduces co their 
ſafety ; And if this doubt cannot bte retulved to the advantage of the people 
bur ve found either unlawtuil or other wiſe impoſſivle. I know but two wayes 


more betwixt which the chouſe is very bard , haug or flye, As for hanging I 
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\oulFnotmuchlike it, though ic were In a bloe ribband, but for flying you 
will fay the way is open, 1 would it were as I could with it, if ever God 
bring us toſuch aſtraits; But m theimean time, tf honeſt and etipgaped men bee 
{o far deſerted as to be conftrained toflight, it will be fall of diſhonour and 
danger ; diſhonour to ther by whom they have been ſo engaged and employ- 
ed, anddanger to the Nation, which by their abſence wiltbe rhe more ex- 
poſed to aninrode of ſuperſtition and tyrannie. It may bee there ate 
ſotne that will be ready to-ſay-afaireriddance, they are the troublers of Iſrael 
who are thus full of jealoaſies, as to rimne away from the ſhadow of their 
own dreames : but there will be others, as wife as they of another mind who 
know that the Purit#os though they bee thought a little faRtious and ttouble- 
foine in the Church, yet they are good'Common-wealths men, reſolate affer- 
ters of the publike liberty, that will pay ronnd)y, and fight too, ifneed be,and 
cannot well be ſpared; And truly as there is -a great deal of unſafety in it in 
reaſon, ſo dondtlefſe it would give God an advantage againſt the Nation, and 
make him proceed without any ſuch demurre, as, How ball I give thee np, 

O Ephraim * O Enolands © | | 
+ "But one thing furthers Althovghan Accommodation may be probabſr, yet 
I meet with matyy whoholda ſtrong conveniencic, if not anabſoiate necefſi- 
tie of ſending propofirions, in-whoſedenyall may bee advaniage. But it is in 
vain for me to diſpate that which the parliament have determind, I only wiſh 
the ſending of them may do as thach good, as the delay in framing of them 
hach done harme. Tt is expeed the not granting of them, ſhould bring off 
ſome of the Kings party ; I am ſure the making of them atthis time hath loſt 
ſome of the Parliaments, it hath divided the City, the Parliament, the King- 
dome, almoſt ſtarved the Artie, and brought things to-.confuſton For when 
people conceive the Parliament tecidefrom their principles and votes, 
wherby they have formerly declared themſelves in an mcapacity of treating, 
andgive little leffe then! an implicire conſent to an accuſation of trexſon againſt 
their inſtruments, they begin to Withdraw their hearts and hands, not know- 
ing how low they mean to go themmſelves,or bring their friends. It were there- 
fore to be wiſhed, that preparations for war and peace were carried on with 
an equall hand, that the enemies of the Parltament had not ſo much encourag- 
ment, nor their fricndsſo much difcouragement + For let ns bee aſſured, if the 
Parliament.give them, whor' they called malignants, equall intereſt in them 
with theirfriends , friends will be harder to finde then ever they were, and 
furtheſt off when there is moſt need. of them. And what a lamentable thing a 
Parliament is without the people, in all juſt caſes to ſtick to them, if you know 
hot, remember the fourth of January, the great Artny by tand, and Navy by 
Sea, thepikes and proteſtations,rthat have been mentioned with a jecring in- 
dignation. Burt I here (criotifly aske parton for making that my work, which 
isthe work of wilet men.gl am ledtos diſcourſe Lhope beyond expectation, 
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*Weallknow that force and armesmaſt now do that which faith and truth 
before this Iron Age were wont todo, and whether wee treat or not, it is of 
ablolute neceſſity charrherebe an armie till the King ſee fic to diſcharge his | 
guard -:-]f this armie bediſſolvd hee is a wile man that knowes where to have | 
another z if we have none, we ſhall never need co think of making propoſiti- 
-ons, they ſhall be made to our hands, or toour heads, and necks, Ir is left 
therefore to indifferent men to judge, whether it be not fit that this preſent ar- 
mic raiſed by the Parliament and maintained by the City and Kingdome, may 
not in juſtice expe countenance and maintenance from them, by whom, and 
for- whom, they have been employed and engaged. For the firſt, which 1s 
countenance they ſtand not ſo muchupon, ouely as it is apart of their repu- 
tation, but the latter is the main. 

I finde even among the Parliament men,many who have conceiv'd and ex- 
png. I think unjuſt 1 am fure unpolitike j-alouſtes of the army, which have 

o far wrought upon many conſiderable men in it, that in caſe the like neceſſity 
agairt returne, I very much feare, whether they would not rather flee to ſave Þ} 
their own lives then ſtandto fight for them who ſo requite them. Ir is a ſtrange 

| 
| 


rencefrom thar which hath beet faid concerning Ace | 
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and unhappie turne, that where the ſafety not long ſince was, ( and to aright 
judgement now is) there the danger ſhould be. Cannot we be content to be 
jealous of our enemies? But it is not fo be wondred at,when the people who 
have been their immediate fafety finde the like meaſure from ſome of them, | 
who begin now to ſuſp<&, that they have been ſo forward for their wy! an 
{| anddefence only, that they might make uſe of them to do ſome ſtrange thing, 
and be midwives to ſome Chimera, which yet no body knowes what to make 
| of. Igucfſeatſuch thoughts by ſomeexpreſſions I have heard from them;who 
ſay, they doubt the people aime at ſome great i»fandum, ſomething too bigge 
for their mouths though not for their hearts, which they are ſo horribly af- 
fraid of being ſervice able to, that they many times doubt whether themſelves 
ſhould do their own duty, becauſe they ſuſpe& other men forget theirs. Not 
confidering that this is the way to beget a counter-zealouſie which may undae 
all, but the Partiament firſt. 


, 


There are ſame meh, ir may be, that will not ſpeake what they would have, 

it is as likely that they will never attempr it, mens wiſhes may bee modeſt e- 

nough, a'l things conſidered, and yet noteafily expreſſed. The Parliament find 

it an extream hard thing toſay what themſelves would have, they are as men 

walking amovg quag.nires, know not where to faſtena foot, No wonder 

though the poore pcople whole thoughts are a!l ſwallowed up in danger,and 
diſtraQion cannot ſay what they would have for their own ſafety, 

| Batfor the matter of the Army, this treatie is not like to bee of ſo ſpeedy 

KM diſpatch, if ſafely carried, but it will admit, nay urge a confideration of 
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maintaining the Army, and finding our a ſettled way of maintenance, - -The 
'Kingdome hati hitherto ſupplyed the Army as the King ſupplyed himletfe be- 
fore the Parliament by loanes and bargaines, and a contribution lyable tg two 
great miſchiefs, trouble and" uncertainty, it were good ſome conſtant court: 
were undertaken, that we might be rid of our fears, and the hopes of our e- 
nemieg alittle daſhd, who flatter themſelves with the failing of ourtreaſare, 
knowing we have not the conſcience tolive as they do. And to this purpoſe 
anexcize, a weekly aſfiſement or voluntarie contribution muſt be thought on. 
As it is no contemptivle ſumme that is paid upon a voluntary monethly con- | 
tribution, ſo it might be made more conſiderable, if men were by ſome means 
or other brought to a levill : for it is the uneveneſſ of the grounds men are up- 
on that makes them ſtumble at this way of ſupp?z* they ſay and fay juſtly, that 
unl:f: the diſfaffefted party be reduced to ſome proportionable termes, they 

. ſhall go on to impoverilh themſelves, and make themſelves the objects of the 
{corne and inſolencie of their enemies, and the pity of their friends. Here 
"therefore let it be conſidered, ( nay let itbeno longer conſidered, 1nre tam 
#./ta non eſt deliberandams) whether with all diligcnce (TI had almoſt aid 
Withall violence) the Ordinance for aſſeſſing the Non-contributers bee not 
to be put in execution : Iamaſhamed of the excuſes made in this particular, 
ſome that are employed pretend they are afratd of the ill will of their ill 
neighbours, But what equitie is there in this proceeding, it is a continuall 
quarrell ( ad ravim »ſque) intheCitie, that the Army marches not againſt | 
breſtworkes,banteries,and the month of the Ordiuance,when themſelves do not, 
-and pretend darenot, with the adyantage of an Ordinance of Parliament, ad- 
yentare upon the open mth of a malignant upon the hopes of our ruine, 
-mounted againſt them. 

- But it may be ſoine feare their hands more then their thoughts or tongues, 
That is hard, that the power of Parliament and 44:74 in the hands off men | 
well affeced-to the Parliament ſhould leave grounds of tefrour in the mindes 
| of the City, let them afſure themſelves that fear this fear, that they ſhall never 
| have leſſe reaſon tobe afraid then now they have, and if they let them gO ON 
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at this rate, the thing that they fear will come upon them; our ditfidence is 
their ſtrength : We have ſo uſed them hitherto, that they can be more merrie 
in a priſon then we in our freeſt meetings. And it is to mea fad thought (which 
the mention of a priſon hath brought to my minde) that our priſoners, men of 
repute, pietie, and valour ſhould bee ſounworthily uſed by our adverſaries; Ml a 
and we in the mean time ſuffer theirs to enjoy not only unneceſſary but unlaw-  t 
full contents, witnefſe the plenty of wine, and thereſort of women (where 
there be Cats, there muſt be Vermine ) at Zambeth houſe. How juſt were it 
that we had twepy or thirty of the chief of th:m, ſome of the ſouldiers, ſome 
of the Citizens, Ent to #/indſor Caſtle or ſome other place, where they might 
at the beſt fare but like ſouldiers, or otherwiſe according to intelligence, 0 
tae 


* theParliamentbe aſſured, that if they give 'up oh theſe termes,they willleave 

an everlaſting diſcburagement upon their friends, and not know where ro f1ad 

men to ſfick to them ( for themſelves ſee how they are abuſed by the petiti- 

oners for peac:, whoſe ſenſe is fully enough exprefled in the libellous complaint 

to the Commons ) when they ſhall have need, which TI am confident throvgh 

the yr dcfignes of them who lye at the bottome of this buſineſle, they wall 
ickly have, 

But 1t will be here objeRed,the Armie give continuall difadvantage to their 
own maintenance and encouragement by the ill managing the effiirs commit- 
ted ro their truſt. 

To thisI anſwer, Firſt, that T would not be taken for the generall Advo- 
cate of the Armie ; doubtleſle there are faults perfonall and reall, more then I 
know, more then can be excuſed : But firſt there have been many things ſaid 
againſt the Armie that never were, or could be proved ; and further the Army 
is prejudic-d by the expeAation of things impoſſible. When the people are 
unchangeable, and the Parliament 1vfallible, the Armie ſhall be unblameable, 
| It is expected by the Parliament and City that the Officers ſhould bee all ho- 
| | neſt and faithfull- whatran unreaſonable thing is this, will you expe that 
» # ina Caimp, that you find not ina Court?' nonot in the two great Courts of 
| | the Kingdome aad Citie, the Counceil of the Commons, and the Common- 
| # Councell. And to make good my title and ſpeake Plaine Engliſh, The Par- 
liagient and City have ſhared in the powcr of the Armie, itis good reaſon 
t, © likewiſe they ſhould ſhare in the blame; They have recommended many 
ofthe Officers they finde fault with, whatioever other men are I can qfſure 
they arenotall Saints that they have put into the Calendar, For the conſe- 
quent of corrupt Officers, which is falſe Muſters, it is a great and a juſt quar- 
s, > rell which all honcſt men defire to remove the ground of. But firſt let irbee 
n © conſidered, that it is the common lot of all the Armies of Chriſtendome, the 
es Þ Prince of Orange makes the ſame complaint, to which purpoſe I could 
er ÞÞ tell you aftory, but that I am reſolvd agaiaſt tediouſn:M:. The noble and vi- 
on © Rorious King of Sweden did by his very great dilig: nce provide againſt it as 
is { muchas was poſſible. Bur in ſtead of quarrellivg, let us attempt, a not im- 
1c WM poſlible, redreſſe. Let the Parliament or City, if they can in this wicked 
ch WW world find ſome ſtoicall men, rnat deſpiſe money----- Qwos dignos [peftatu ar- 
of WM birramur, appoint pay-maſters to every Regiment from whom the Officers 
es; Wl and Souldiers ſhould receive their pay : let them attend conſtantly, and pay 
w- WW two or three times a weeke at anappointed place in the Quarter with the #94 
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cre i feiture of pay upon an unlawfull abſence. The honeſt Officers would hear- _ 


tily embrace this motion, and be gladto bee free from the continuall trouble 
they now endure from their importunate retinas, as for Knaves they will not 
k againſt it, leſt they ſhew themſelves ſo. Tt being alwayes reſerved, 
t honeſt men vpon better reaſon may ſpeake againſt this motion, to which 
me by holes ode" rhe ow Gy x - T 
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" I fubmit. This would bea way to favemoney, to keep the ſouldiers together; 
only. let care be taken thatthe men to whom this _T is committed bene 
repute, and able ſometime at a pinch to disburſe ſome money to the conunon 
ſouldiers. But leave this in the midſt, _ 
Another great quarrel is, þut the moſt nnjuft, that they march not,that they 
are not ative. Theſouldiers hands indeed go not fo falt as other mens tongues, 
A&ions is not (o quick as thought, eſpecially thoughts wingd with earneſt de. 
lites, Deſideria etiam celcritas in moraeft, Arethere not continuall parties 
Out, and that with no contemprtible ſaecele, according to which it men glo- 
ified God, and were thankfull, they would not bee ſo vaine in their unagina- 
tions: Let them look upon other armies 1n forraigne Nations ; upon.the Kings 
army, whom it concerns to bee active, if they had opportunity. To aſlault 
Reading, nay to gain it , would not eounteryaile the hazzard and lofle, Ir is 
| likely they would attempt Oxford, though againſt reaſon , ifthe Parliament 
and City will uudertake for their own ſecurity in the interim, and make good 
© then:cefſary damage of a winter ſiege. Oh how eaſliea thing it is to give a 


* -»; hard cenſure, to fare well and ye warm, and to condemne pooreſouldiers, to 


-lye6 in winter-trinches at the mercy of wet and cold, Sure there are many men 
that think jt ascaſfie 4 matter to winge a towne; though fortified , as to-make 
'. a breach in the wals of a Chriſtmas-pie. But as I undertook not an abſolute 
Juſtification in the other complaints, ſo neither do I in this, but doubt nor but 
they may receive ſatisfation from them whoſe experience makes them able 
to ſay more then Ican , but of late the complaint hath been reciprocall; 1 he 
mldiers would not a& for want of pay, the people would not pay for want 
*afaFion. The beſt way is to mend both together. | 
Jy Be, let us bee well aflured that whoſoever fuffers his diſcontent againſt 
the army to grow up to revenge, meang in the iſſue to ſtrike himſelf, And 
. whereas it is ſaid that the putting the army. into an expectation of conſtant 
ſupply would make them-unwilling ever to dizband,, how voidof xeaſonis 
this exception? whereas in the hands of the Parliament and City are thoſe 
nerves and ligaments which hold the army together , whichthey may ſhrink 
or Cut as they ſee cauſe. Burt from the neceſfity of an army I paſſe to the con- 
veniencie if not neceſſity of an affociation. | | | 

And how could 1 now wiſh that my pen could droppe ſpirit and yigour into 
the hearts of my planet-ſtricken countrey-men, Or rather that he who for- 
meth the ſpirit of man within him, and faſhioneth the hearts of the children 
of men, won!d give them ſo much of his own Spirit, which 1s a Spirit of truth 
and aRoiv, as to make them valiant forthe truth once committedto them. 
How fad a thing is ittoſce what a French tincture our Engliſh Nation hath 
potten, as if there were 2bridge madefrom Calirta Dover, What anapilh 
diſpoſition hath | gem our Gentrie, what gn afinine diſpoſition qur Contr 
tmonalry,which it not timely thakey oft, will make way for the work of France 
| i , | to 
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to be ruled by horſes in ſtead of men, which isa thing Ihave long feared, 
Hear, O Peoplg, conſider that you are conſiderable or might be, if 
counſel wonld4 be taken, Do not you fee how you are courted by the King,what 
care the Parliament take for your ſatisfaRion? Sure you are not ſo contemptible 
a thing as ſome would make you your right is much, and your power no leſſe, 
ifyou would know the one and uſe the other, I am ſenfible how offenſive this 
diſcourſe islike to bee, but it never was my intention (had it been poſlivle)to 
pleaſe all men. But let me not be miſtaken, Iam farre from the Monſter of a 
Democracy, that which I call to the 'ptople for, is buta quickand regular mo- 
tion in their own ſphere, to do that which the P-rliamenr hath ſometimes cald 
upon them for, to contribute their beft helps to two great workes, of mercy 
and juftice: Mercieto the Kingdome in itypreſervation, Juſtice to its cne- 
mies in their deſtru&jon. Suppoſe they ithic riot upon the ſame meanes, but 
through the narrowneſle of their precept, which can ſcarcely bee extendedto 
all circumſtances and opportunities, bee conſtrained to out-run a command, 
their faithfull proſecution of the end defignd them, which is the ſafety and pfe- 
ſervation of the Kingdome, and in ittheir own, may juſtly excuſe them, it not. 
commend them : as by the votes of acceptable ſervice may appear. IV 
And here I confi my (elf at a ftand, I know not what remedy to preſcribe + 
to this Lethargie, the tiings that one would have thought ſhould have quiek- 
ned the people have ſtupified them 3 if the dint of the ſword; the noife of the 
Canon dire&cd and diſcharged againſt themſelves, their laws & libertics, their 
wives and children, cannot awake them, I know not what will; unleſe it be 
the thunder of ſome terrible judgement from heaven that will at once awake 
them, and lay them down to a perpetuall ſleep, How ſtrangely are mens eyes 
dimmed, and hearts deaded ; Not above a year ſince upon the noiſe of bringing 
up an Army to put the Parliament in wardſhip, up the attempt of an illegall 
ſciſure upon ſome of their members , what a high and yer juſt ride were men 
flown to , Quantum mutatu: ab illo - Hettore? —Wee now (ee that done with 
open face which was then ſtudiouſly concealed , a mighty G#ard aQually 
raiſed, brought up as neer the Parliament as feare would-ſuffer them; for not- 
withſtanding that ſhort Covering of the Branford buſinefle, ro knowing men 
itis undoubted, that the defigne was upon the Parliament and City , where 1f 
God had not mercituily and miraculouſly prevented, after their Jabbaths 
dayes plunder of Loxdox (their uſuall San&ification ) ſtravge a&s might upon 
Monday morning have been made at Weſtminſter; when terror had ſeized up- 
on the good, and confidence, if not impudence, poſleſled the evil. Wee now 
ſee in ſtead of thoſe 6 at leaſt 26 accuſed of treaſon for: the ſame 'cauſe that 
they were, that is, being forward and aRive for the preſervation'6f the King- 
dome from the Kings Guard. Ir is the ſame ſeaſon of the yeare, a more unque- 
ſKionable cauſe, where are your pikes and proteſtations? your courage and re- 
ſolutions? Do you conceive your dauger ww. your enemies are A 
hour 
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fhould not your valaur encreale with your Janger , if it were (o, when the 
cauſe remaines the ſame? Bar look ſeriouſly about you,, , you will got. want 
encouragement. Look .Weſt or North , or South, to Suſſex, Deverfiire ,to 
Lancaſpire and Torkeſrire 3 but eſpecially lgokabove you to heaven it {c1f, you 
can want noarguments.to ſtir you up inthis crvice 3 ler no man be diſmayed 
by the dreame of impoſibility. Do you fay that life is {weet? isnot Religion? 
is not Liberty fo likewiſe ? they ſhould be as delighcfowe -@5. they arc 
wholeſome : LC -Muri 1's Fo 45: 
Sammun crede nefas avimans praferre puderi 
Et propter vitam vivends perdere cAnſas. 


Jam aſhamed that any man that underſtands theſe lips ſhauld not fo farre 
underſtand himſelf, as to count all things lofle and dung $0 gainethe price 
 thatis now tn his hand, and let him bee aſhamed too, with a ſhame thbac 

' puts on to amendement, IE 

We havelong pretended a zeale againſt idolatry, while in the mean time 

we areall become an idoll. We have eyes , and (ee not, &c., Wee have eycs 
and ſee not an army of Papiſts, notonly with permiſſion allowed to uſe their 
own religion, but with commiſſion appointed (in;even,) todeſtroy ours, we 
have eares and heare not the continuall blaſphemies againſt our God, the re- 
ockes and ſlanders againſt our Parliament 3 It cannot indeed be aid, Wee 
ve monthes and ſpeak not: For they that do leaſt commonly ſpzak mot. 
Bait Tam ſixe I may ſay, Feet have we, and march not ; hands have.wee and 
handle not the ſword and ſhield. We talk of want of armes, its want of hearts; 
had we no Smith in England, as once in Iſrael, if men had their true-En- 
gliſh Proteſtant ſpirits, and well tuned their attemprs, their enemies had been 
meatto them, though many of them (as they that viewed their carcaſſes. at 
Kinton fay,) rotten. meat. But Iam weary of complaint, let me-turn:to advice. 
Befides thoſe foggy miſts of ignoranceand mil-information. that have at once 
blinded mens eyes, and dulled their ſpirits,the great diſadvantage of this great 
body of the pgople which I now ſpeak to, from doing great things hath been 
the diſunign of them,many twigs have been broken which if bond up together 
would have made a rod for the ſevere eorreQion, if not deſtration, of 
their enemies. 

Lexit therefore be conſidered, whether an aſſociation well and warily laid 
may.not be a great advantage for the recolleRion of theſe looſe and diſtrated 
ſpirits, which united might be ſo ſerviceable. An Aſſociation I fay well and 
firmly laid, An Aſſociation. not ſabje to Equivocation, An Aſſociation 
more partigulare then-the Proteſtation, which like the net in the goſpell 

| brought: up fiſhes good and; bad, andrRonezas well as. fiſhes. 

And here let the cbiſdren of this.geueration ( for 1 hope they ſhall never ſee 
the next ) ths Biſhops, be takeaioto example for the: manneritwugh nerthe 


matter 
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matter © ;: Won they” Went -to eontrive a Oath they did it t6 the 
purpoſe, a ſifting, deſtinguiſking Oath that ſhould have ſcarce left an honeſt 
miniſter in the Kingdome; Therefore, I fay, let this Aſﬀſaciation bee. wilelie 
hid ſoasto giveus to know our friends from our eacmics, yet not ſo ſtrictly 
as to engage to things imnpoſlible or too many, bat fomething to-this purpoſe, 
To the maintenance of our eftabliſhd Religion and Law,with all poſſible im- 
provement, to.the maintenance of this Armie { raiſed under the condu& of the 
truly Noble and VaiiantEanle of Efſex Captain General|) by Furſe and Per- 
ſon againſt the oppoſite faction, and to bring Delinquents fo voted, by the 
(once ſacred ) Votes and: Confent of parliament to-.condigne puniſhment. But 
F am now beyond mine own line, I know there hath been pains taken in this 
bulineſſe, and the ſpeculation of it hath been more fully ftudied by others,then 
my-defire of practiſe will for the prefent allow me to do.. This bufinefle as it 
muſt be well laid, fo warily and religiouſly entred into. There is a great deal 
of danger in promiſlary Oaths, I would have no man loſe his ſoule to fave a 
Kingdome, which hee that knowes well the price of ſouk, having paid for ſo 


many, prefers to a whole world. This Aſſociation eſpecially in the Eaſterne 


and Southern parts ofthe Kingdome that enjoy the benefit of the now raiſd 
Armie, in all reaſon muſt be for a contribution to the maintenance of -it. To ' 
agree for the preſervation of their owncounties by their native power, had 
been ſufficient, it may be, before an oppoſite Army raiſed ; but it will be now 
found moſt concerningly neceflary to look at the preſent army raiſed in the de- 
fence of the Kingdome as the beſt ground-work of fafety,and I doubt not but 
they will ſo approve themſelves when the ſpring ofa&ion comes. There are 
a generation ofmen too fruitfull, who though the Ark and Iſracl lye in tents, 
yet they muſt go in and eat and drink,and lie with their wives, of whom good 
uſe may yet be made, let them pay for an indulgence for this their indulgency,, 
theſe are well-woulders to the Parliament and Kingdome, let the impedi- 
ments of their ation, their wives and children, bee content to purchaſe the 
preſence of their husbands and parents, with the want of thoſe accompliſh- 
ments, which in theſe times may be wellſpared, and by this meanes I doubt a 
ſamme too conſiderable may be raiſed, ":OITY 
The benefite of ſuch an Aſſociation would bee doubtlefle great ; It would 
concenter and determine the looſeand languiſhing affetions of men and pro- 
pound them a particular mark of ation. It would be a good ſecond ſtring in 


' caſe the Parliament ſhould unhappily miſcarrie, where as otherwiſe we ſhould 


be found as ſheep ſcattered, a fit Prey for the Wolves of theſe times. Much 
more might be (aid to this purpoſe, but alittle done, were better then a great 


deal ſaid. Lettherefore thoughts and words put on ation, the love of Chriſt 
mou as much in Proteſtants for a Confederacie, as the zeal for Antichriſt 
th done in Papiſts for Conſpiracie, When Theeves and Murderers ſay, Let us 
all have one purſe, let us lay wait - bloud ; doth it not concerne true men, 
2 | men 
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_ children of iſrael )agone. man againſt them :- Let us' therefore lay afide our. 
particular; intereſts, and embarkeoar ſelves in this common cauſe of Religi- 
on, Laws and Liberty, all the paines weotherwife'take is but building with- 
out a foundation, Tt is in yain.for an honeſt man to think of profperity or ſe« 
Ccurity in this Nation, but. in the ſucceſfſe of this-prelent buffneſe z Its. true, 
. thereare great unavoidable difficulties propound themſelves on every fide; but 
let us do our duty and. wait on God, even the Grd.3f :8ur ſalvation, who 
anſwer ut by terrible things in his righteouſneſſmhich we looked wat for, God hath 
t us to many a lofle, that we might have opportunity of ſeeking and finding 
im. His way 5s 5nthe ſea, and his paths inthe.great waters, his footſteps are not 
known. Yet beled and will ſtill lead on his people toward a land-flowing with 
AMilkand Honey, the fincere 345th of Trath, and the {meer Honey of Peace. 


' -Whatfoever errors have eſcaped the Authour or Printer, as the commiſſion 
of them ſpeaks a man, ſo let the pardon ſhew a good man. 1 meant Plaine 
Engliſe, its like ke meatit true. | 
" UVenianm pro laude, — 
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